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Upcoming Events 

June 2019  

6 
Vision and Hearing Clinic 

7:00 AM 

6 Club Meeting 6 PM 

8 
Waterway Clean Up 8:30 

AM  
(Behind the Venice Island Publix) 

13 Board Meeting 6:30 PM 

20 
Club Meeting 6 PM 

Installation of Club Officers 

 

July 2019 

4 Holiday—No Club Meeting 

6 
Waterway Clean Up 8:30 

AM 
(Behind the Venice Island Publix) 

11 Board Meeting 6:30 PM 

18 Club Meeting 6 PM 

May was another good month with our four scholarship winners 
attending our dinner meeting and demonstrating clearly how 
amazing they all were and how deserving they were of the awards! 
We wish them tremendous success in their college years! 
Lion Rick Mares presented a very interesting and insightful talk 
about Leader Guide Dogs for the Blind and his dog Cassidy is our 
newest member of the Club. We also welcomed Lion Debbie Zook 
into the Club! 
The Gear Up Florida event at the Greenhouse restaurant was a big 
success too. We met a whole group of amazing and dedicated young 
adults doing great things for other people in need of help. 
In a few weeks, we’ll welcome the installation of our new slate of 
Club officers. I thank all of the current officers for serving this past year  
and look forward to working with all of the new Lions on the board of directors. 
 
 
President Lion Bob Hoesly 

RSVP for the 

Meeting! 
 

(941) 493-4472 

 June 6 - Harry Klinkhamer, 

Venice Historical Society 
 
 

June 20 - Installation of Club Officers 

Volunteer Opportunities: 
 
 

 Vision Clinic Volunteer 
 

Work monthly Vision Clinic the first Thursday of 
each month. 
 

 Vision Office Volunteer 
 

Speak with Vision Clinic clients by phone, record 
and file clinic applications.  
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Club News 

 

 
2nd - Ray Favreau 
18th - Rose Hightower 
20th - Jan Liard 
20th - Julio Vega 
22nd - Paul Waggoner 
30th - Paul Carlson 
 
 

 

 

 

 

17th - Dave Matson (Sue) 

21st - Ann & Ray Favreau 

22nd Jeanette & Bill Davis 

22nd Cheryl & Bob Winstel 

 

 
Welcome  New Venice Lion ! 

 
 

 
Lion Mark Hontz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At our May 2nd meeting Debbie Zook was inducted to the Venice Lions. She is 
shown here with her spouse and sponsor Sidney, and Venice Lion President Bob 
Hoesly 

We are saddened to learn of the passing of Lion 
Mark Hontz on May 24th. 
Lion Mark joined the Venice Lions Club in 1994. 
For many, many years, Lion Mark helped Charlie 
Leon collect and sort eyeglasses for recycling. 
For the last several years, Lion Mark was unable to 
attend our meetings due to his health but continued 
his membership in our club and enjoyed reading our 
Lions Tale Newsletter. 
Lion Mark was 97 years old. He is survived by  
Barbara, his wife of 72 years.  
If you wish you may send a card with condolences 
to: 
 
Barbara Hontz 
900 Tamiami Trail S., Apt 315 
Venice, FL 34285 
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Vision & Hearing Screening  
(by Dr Johnson’s Office) 

 
Total Scheduled: 17 
Total Screened: 17 

18 Volunteers 

Children Vision Screening  
YTD - 1,564 screened 

Program to date - 9,448 
 

Program completed on March and 
will resume in August. 

Committee Reports — May 2019 

Hearing Screening  
(by Dr Namikas, Au.D) 

 
Total Tested: 9 
3 Pass / 6 Fail 

 

Our speaker at the May 16 meeting was our own Lion Rick Mares. Rick shown here accompanied by his 
guide dog Cassidy provided a presentation on Leader Guide Dogs for the Blind, headquartered in Rochester 
Hills, Michigan. Rick spoke extensively from his own experience with the organization. 
 
Key informational points of his presentation were: 
 

• The organization is 80 years old  ( founded Feb 1939) 

• 16000 + students have been trained to date 

• Guide dogs spend 1 year of their training in a family situation 

• Cost to raise and train guide dogs is $42,000. 

• All costs are covered through donations 
 
Thank You Lion Rick for your presentation on this wonderful organization. 
 
 
Special Note: At the May 16th meeting “Cassidy” was inducted as a Venice Lion. 
 
 

Leader Dogs for the Blind  
“Independence Freedom and Hope” 

Lion Cassidy 
Lion Rick Mares 
and Cassidy 

Photos by Ric Namikas 
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 The Venice Lions provide local area students financial support as they take their first steps into post-secondary education.  
We do this in two ways. First , we sponsor the “Career in a Year Tour” where selected students visit Sun Coast 
Technical College in Sarasota for a tour and presentations. The students are exposed to many different career paths which 
can be obtained within a year. Second, we offer 3-4 scholarships in the amount of $1,000. benefitting both traditional and 
vocational career paths. 
Thanks go out to the Venice Lions Scholarship Committee, Lions Rocky Roquin, Tom Regan, Jeff Sterne, Shelley Devine, and 
Robert Spong.  
These Lions reviewed 12 applications this year and selected the 4 recipients profiled below. Thanks to Lion Jeff Sterne for 
contributing these profiles to the Lions Tale. This year’s recipients are shown below with Lion Tom Regan representing the 
Venice Lions Scholarship Committee. 
 

Scholarship Night May 16, 2019 

 

Gabrielle Stewart 

John Drayton Darby 

Alicia Lea Burrows 

Hailey Magrini 

Gabrielle will attend the University of South Florida with a major in Biomedical  
Sciences ( pre-med) with a minor in Psychology. She will set her sights on Medical 
School. She is enrolled in Venice High School’s Medical Academy. She is an  
Emergency Medical Responder and is an EKG certified technician. 
Gabrielle spends many hours involved in extracurricular activities taking on officer and 
committee positions. She volunteers at local venues such as Big Brothers and Sisters, 
the Blood Bank and Alzheimer's Association. Gabrielle also maintains an after-school job 
at the Venice YMCA preschool. 
Gabrielle says, “Nothing is better than seeing the thankful smile on the face of someone 
after helping them with something they could not have done on their own”. 
 
Congratulations and Best Wishes Gabrielle! 

Drayton will attend the University of Miami to earn a Biomedical Engineering Degree. 
His goal is to then attend Medical School. Losing his father to cancer has inspired his 
desire to focus on more adequate cancer treatments. The Engineering aspect involves 
the machinery administering solutions for cancer treatment and researching the  
interaction  between the body and the machinery. Medical School will focus on medical 
research. 
His commitment to education resulted in participation in the International  
Baccalaureate (IB) program and taking rigorous math classes ( including two AP  
Calculus classes by his Junior year). He is involved in Varsity football and track as well 
as clubs such as National Honor Society. He has served on the local Teen Court and has 
helped with the annual USDA food drive. 
 
Congratulations and Best Wishes Drayton ! 

Alicia will attend Santa Fe College in Gainesville to earn a Radiography Associate degree. 
Santa Fe works closely with the University of Florida Shands Hospital which is a well  
respected teaching hospital offering a wide range of opportunities. Alicia’s interest stems   
from a medical complication when she was younger and her experience with MRIs  and 
ultrasounds. Alicia took dual enrollment courses with the State College of Florida earning 
18 credits and also enrolled in Venice High School’s  Medical Academy earning CPR and 
Emergency Medical Responder certification. These achievements have given her a head 
start toward her goal of a career in healthcare. 
Alicia is involved in extracurricular activities such as National Honor Society. She works 
in the community as a tutor, she works with community organizations such as Relay for 
Life and Our Mother’s House. She is also the equipment manager for the Venice High 
football team. In addition she finds time to work at Bogey’s Sports Pub. 
 
Congratulations and Best Wishes Alicia ! 

Hailey will attend the College at Brockport, Brockport NY. She plans to major in Biology 
with a minor in Public Health. She will then look toward Medical School. Her inspiration 
to be involved in the medical field comes from her Aunt who is a nurse. Her earlier life 
experiences along with her Aunt as a role model has driven her to succeed. She is  
enrolled  in the Medical Academy and has also taken dual enrollment classes with the 
State College of Florida. When she graduates from Venice High School she will also 
graduate with an Associates Degree.  
She is active in many school clubs such as National Honor Society, and has held many 
officer positions. In her spare time she coaches gymnastics and is a camp counselor for 
the YMCA. As a strong leader her ability to work and relate well with others will make 
her shine. 
 
Congratulations and Best Wishes Hailey ! 
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In the words of Lion Jeff Sterne: 
 
“I am impressed on how these students carry not a normal load, but rather Advanced Placement (AP) classes,  
participate in the International Baccalaureate (IB) program, and even attend dual enrollment college classes.  
 
They also find time to be active in School clubs, activities and sports as well as volunteering in our community. To 
top it off some of our students even work. I’m not sure where they find the time to do all of these things, but 
WOW!” 

2019 Scholarship Recipients  

(L to R) 
Lion Tom Regan,  Alicia Lea Burrows, Gabrielle Stewart, Hailey Magrini, John Drayton Darby, Lion Jeff 
Sterne 

Photos by Ric Namikas 
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At approximately 12 noon on Tuesday, the 14th , 12 Lions were standing in a field of fire ants to 
welcome 24 cyclists, their crew, support crews and advisors to lunch in Venice at Mike’s 
Greenhouse Restaurant. The cyclists started in Ft. Myers early in the A.M. and were looking  
forward to a good meal. Their journey originated in Miami , Florida and will end at the state 
capital in Tallahassee on 5/22. 
 
These young men were participating in Gear Up Florida, a part of the Ability Experience. 
The Ability Experience is a charitable arm of Pi Kappa Phi, national fraternity. These young 
men give up two weeks in the summer and countless hours in the school year to prepare for 
this event. In addition, each cyclist must raise at least $3,000 to participate in the event. To 
date this group of young men have raised over $80,000 to aid challenged young adults in the 
state of Florida and hope to increase the money raised to $90,000 by the end of the trip. 
In addition to cycling 40 to 120 miles a day, at the end of the day and sometimes during lunch, 
these young men hold friendship visits with groups of young adults with disabilities at 
hospitals and other venues. These students came from 17 different universities and colleges 
across the country. 
 
In conclusion, one of the young men was so satisfied with his lunch he sat on the ground next 
to his bike and was asleep in ten seconds. 
 
This proved to be a wonderful day for the Venice Lions club. Wouldn’t it be great if other Lions 
clubs across Florida were involved? 
 
Way to go Venice Lions! 
 
Submitted by Lions Bill and Jeannette Davis 

Gear Up Florida Event 
May 14th, 2019 

Making a “tunnel”. 

Arriving from Ft. Myers 

Great Event! 
 
Kudos to Lions Bill 
and Jeannette. 
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The following Lions were on hand to greet these exceptional young men: Lion President Bob 
Hoesly, Bonnie and Harry Dunn, Gary Beck, Barb McGillicuddy, Dave Mattson, Jeff and Carole 
Myles, Paddy Padmanabhan, Shelley Devine, Jeannette and Bill Davis. 
A special thanks to new Lions Bonnie and Harry Dunn who made a beautiful centerpiece 
depicting the cyclist route on a map of Florida and all the flowers the cyclists would see on 
their journey across the state and topped by a bicycle. A member of the Board of Directors of 
the Ability Experience was traveling with the group and asked if he could take this centerpiece 
back to corporate headquarters of the Ability Experience in North Carolina. We agreed and it’s 
on its way to North Carolina. 
 
Jeanette & Bill Davis 

Photo submitted by Harry Dunn 
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Lions Little League Team Playoffs 

 
The LIONS TEAM finished in second place for the  
season!!!!  
 
We have a great bunch of kids, Coaches and 
 parents!!!  
 
City Cup has started, we won our first Game but lost 
our second. It is a double elimination tournament.  
 
Submitted by Heather Morris ( Little League Parent) 
Photos submitted by Lion Bob Hoesly 
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The Venice Lions Club Board of Directors initiated a brief survey at the beginning of 
2019 to determine how the members of our club would rate the leadership, direction, 
projects, member satisfaction and community commitment of the Venice Lions Club. 
The survey was intended to “take the pulse” of the club and recommend course 
corrections as needed. 
Allow me to thank those Venice Lions who took the time to thoughtfully respond to the 
survey questions. A total of 21 member survey responses were received. Questions on 
the survey were grouped into five areas with an opportunity for further comments at 
the end. A brief summary of those five areas including comments is listed below. 
 

ACTIVITY IMPORTANCE 
Of all the activities and projects undertaken by the Venice Lions club there was 
clear agreement that all members wanted to help and serve our local community 
while having fun. Rewards and awards were considered less important than 
service commitment. 
 

SATISFACTION WITH YOUR LIONS CLUB 
Almost all members expressed the feeling of a real sense of pride and 
accomplishment in helping others in our community. Most felt respected and 
satisfied by the level of our club service and planned to continue as a member. 
 

MEETING SATISFACTION 
A series of questions on the survey dealt with how often we should meet, what 
day of the week meetings should be held and what time of day. Do we need to 
meet in person and do we always need a meal at the club meetings. Most 
members indicated that the current meeting format is best suited to accomplish 
the increasingly busy schedule of tasks this club has undertaken. A few members 
questioned how often we needed to meet each month especially during the 
summer. A few members did not feel we needed a meal at every meeting. 
 

HOW WELL DOES OUR CLUB FUNCTION 
This question addressed how well our club performs charitable projects, plans 
fund raisers, involves both men and women in leadership roles while allowing 
time for socializing and having fun. The survey responses were overwhelmingly 
positive in these areas. 
 

LION WISHES OR FRUSTRATIONS WITH THE CLUB 
Members expressed that they could be as active as they liked, both men and 
women are in leadership roles and diversity is welcomed. Club funds are 
managed well and elections are run fairly. 
 

COMMENTS 
Seven members listed additional comments at the end of the survey regarding 
meeting times, and providing members without computers or printers with club 
rosters, meeting agendas and meeting minutes. All comments were passed to the 
BOD for further action as required. 
In general those members responding to the survey expressed an overall feeling of 
satisfaction with the way the Venice Lions Club functions and conducts itself as a friend 
to the community. Should any member have questions/suggestions regarding the 
survey results or wish to examine the surveys please contact Lion Robert Spong. 
 
Submitted by Lion Robert Spong, Membership Committee Chairman 

Club Survey Results 
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Venice Lions Club Inc. 
Venice Health Park 

1289 Jacaranda Blvd 
Venice, FL  34292-4522 

Tel: (941) 412-5288 
Fax: (941) 486-6019 

 
www.venicelionsclub.com 

secretary@venicelionsclub.com 

 

Club Meetings 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

Lions Community Room 
at the Venice Health Park 

Dinner served at 6 pm  
Meeting begins at 6:30 pm 

 
RSVP - (941) 493-4472 

Venice Lions Club 2018-2019 

President Bob Hoesly 

1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 

Bill Davis 
Richard Namikas 

Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 

Beverly Flynn 
TBD 

Treasurer (Admin.) Dave Mattson 

Treasurer (Found.) Barbara McGillicuddy 

Tail Twister 
Lion Tamer 
IPP 

Jeannette Davis 
Jeff Myles 
Gary Beck 

Two Year Director 
Two Year Director 
One Year Director 
One Year Director 

Bill Loso 
Annette Goodsen 
Jill Hoesly 
Paddy Padmanabhan 

Membership Chair Robert Spong 

Bulletin Editor 
Publisher 
Photographers 

Ann Favreau 
Shelley Devine / Jeff Myles 
Richard & Dusty Namikas, 
Doug Stares 

Have a story, photo or good news to share?  Please send to Lion Shelley at shell-bell@earthlink.net  
& Lion Jeff at jmyles19@ gmail.com to be included in the next newsletter! 

Our Venice club is part of the largest 
international service organization in the 

world. We support international efforts to 
save the sight of millions, provide measles 

vaccinations and disaster relief. 
 

At the local community level, Lions provide 
free vision and hearing services to those in 

need, screen the vision of preschool children 
and collect used eyeglasses. 

 
Every dollar donated goes back to the 

community in the form of grants, 
scholarships, and educational and fun 

activities for children. 
 

Our members like serving in a club with a 
purpose.  It makes us feel good to give back 

to our community. 

 

Do you shop on Amazon? 
Shop at Amazon at:  

smile.amazon.com  
and Amazon donates to the  

Venice Lions Club!   
Just select “Venice Lions Club 

Foundation, Inc” as the Charity. 
 

As of February 2019, the Venice Li-
ons Club has received $930.60 

through AmazonSmile! 

Lions Club International 

300 22nd Street, Oak Brook IL, 60521 

Website www.lcif.org 

President Gudrun Yngvadottir 

IPP Dr Naresh Aggarwal 

District 35-I 

Website www.lions35i.org 

District Governor Ken Engstrom 

1st Vice District Governor Claudette Henry 

2nd Vice District Governor Blair “Chip” Kunka 

Cabinet Secretary Penny Gregrich 

Treasurer Paul Nash, PDG 

Bulletin Norma Jean Andrews 

MD Executive Secretary / 
Treasurer Neil Spencer, PID 

Zone 3 Chair Erick Rumold 


