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President’s Message 

 
 

‘Tis the  season to be Jolly. Through the 
SunShine Card program we are spreading 
the joy of fellowship/camaraderie in the best 
way we know to our adult community in 
various Nursing homes. Thanks to the 
leadership of Jeannette and Bill Davis and 
Sun Shine Card volunteers we distributed 
over 800 cards to various Nursing Homes in 
Venice.  
 
 I wish you all Happy Holidays ! 
 
 
President Lion Paddy Padmanabhan 
 

Do you have a item you would like to have included in the Lions Tale? 
 
Please forward it to: Lion Jeff Myles (jmyles19@gmail.com) 
 
  

 
November 2020 

 

 
 

 
 
 

3rd Agnes Woros 

3rd Pat McNally 

6th Gary Beck 

7th Rock Rocquin 

11th Jill Hoesly 

20th Tom McConnell 

22nd Lynn O’Brien 

27th Mary Conrad 

December 2020 

 

 

 

 

14th Jeff Stern (Ginnie) 

21st June & Al Gurley 

27th Ric & Dusty Namikas 
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Lion Mary — Tuscan Gardens 

Lion Bill—Venice Centre for 
Independent  Living 

Sunshine Notes Project Update 

“Venice Lions are pride of the community” 
 

Venice Lions volunteers were visited by Fran Valencic, social columnist for the Venice Gondolier Sun. The 
Lions were in the process of preparing Sunshine Notes for distribution in the greater Venice community.  
For our readers who may not be familiar with this program, Sunshine Notes is a service project where the 
Venice Lions create and distribute greeting cards to those who otherwise may not have any connection to the 
community due to the current social distancing circumstances. Each greeting card contains an uplifting 
message and the signature of a Venice Lion. 
Venice Lions present for the interview included Lions Ann Favreau, Bill Davis, Jeannette Davis, Jan Liard, 
Mary Conrad, Paddy Padmanabhan, and Dave Mattson. There are additional Lions participating in this project 
who were not present during this time. 
Shown below are Venice Lions distributing Sunshine Notes to facilities in the community. 
(Note: Lion President Paddy was designated as “Person of the Week” by Around Town.) 

Lion Mary — Sunset Lake 

Lion Bill —  Orchard Cove Lion Bill —  Orchard Cove Lion Jeannette –Bay Breeze 

Venice Gondolier Sun, Around Town 
December 2, 2020 
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Venice Lions in Action 
Submitted by Ann Favreau 

Lion Bill Davis, MY LIONS JOURNEY 
 

 
 
 

Hello there! Lion Bill Davis here. I have been a Lion on and off for forty eight years and I have been 
asked to share with you some of my experiences. To begin, in 1972 as a husband and father of three 
young children and working two jobs, I didn’t have enough to do in my life and accepted the 
invitation of my next door neighbor, who happened to be the president of the Billerica, 
Massachusetts Lions Club, to join the club. Within two years I was voted president and as president 
elect I accompanied the current president as a delegate to the Massachusetts State Convention. It 
happened that in that year the Billerica club was placing a member in nomination for the District 
Governors position and I had the privilege of being his campaign manager. Long story short, we 
won. 
 
In the mid seventies, as my children were advancing their academic studies, they were at the same 
time very active in extracurricular activities and so were Jeannette and I. Unfortunately, there was 
not enough time for Lions in my life. However, I knew that my relationship with Lions International 
was not over. 
 
In 1993 my job with Hewlett Packard took me from Billerica, Massachusetts to Roseville, California 
for three years. In 1996, after three years in California, I retired from H.P. and returned to Billerica 
and resumed my membership with the Billerica Lions Club. The following year a friend of mine 
suggested I run for president and being somewhat intelligent, I agreed to accept, but only if he 
would agree to be my secretary.  I know that no president can do a good job unless that president 
has a good secretary. He accepted my provision. We had two great years during which we grew the 
membership significantly, hosted a Mid Winter Conference and a State Convention, where I gave the 
welcoming address. By the time I resumed membership in Lions Club International they had the 
good sense to admit women into the club. To my great pleasure one of them was my wife Jeannette. 
Jeannette set hard to work on her favorite project and after only three years established a Leo Club 
of thirty five members at the Billerica High school. Any success I may have had in Billerica was due in 
no small part to Jeannette and the other great Lion Ladies in the club. 
 
In addition to our Lions work, Jeannette and I assisted our daughter Kimberly in creating and 
operating the Atlantis Playmakers, a summer children’s studio and professional acting theater. In 
2005 our theater company was asked to produce a celebratory reenactment of Billerica’s earliest 
days. We had actors in authentic dress talk of their experiences. 
 
In 2007 Jeannette and I moved to Portage Michigan to be with our eldest daughter’s family. We 
joined the Portage Lions and while the members were wonderful folks, it was more of a Saturday 
Morning Breakfast Club. 
After 7 years In Portage, we headed South to Venice FL.  What a wonderful feeling it was to be 
accepted into the Venice Lions Club.  The Billerica Lions Club was a very active club, but I must say, 
the Venice Lions Club is the most active Club in my experience and the people are great.  The wide 
diversity of projects make Venice stand out among its peers.  Jeannette and I are in Florida, our 
children and grandchildren are thousands of miles away in Virginia, California and the State of 
Washington.  I am sure that many in our Club share the same circumstance.  Having said that, our 
local family for the past six years has been the Venice Lions Club.  It has been a long trip and I hope 
it’s far from over.  I know that I’ve enjoyed every minute of the journey. Thank you, all of you, for 
your friendship and your support in what we try to do. 
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Carole Myles 
 
Lion Carole Myles does an excellent job in maintaining and updating our Venice Lions Club website. 
In addition, she is engaged in numerous other volunteer experiences. As a resident of Gran Paradiso 
she helps to organize their library once or twice a month.  She has worked with the Gran Paradiso 
fundraising committee for four years. Their major recipient is All Faiths Food Bank. In the past they 
held a Valentine’s Day bake sale, a May Cinco de Mayo gala and a Kentucky Derby event. Their 
group has adopted Atwater Elementary School in North Port. This school benefits from food 
donations from All Faiths Food Bank. To supplement those, their group held a cereal drive and 
donated $500 for snacks. They have a great relationship with the director who contacts them 
whenever special needs arise.   
 
Lion Carole is a member of the Gran Paradiso Response Team, a well coordinated group that is 
ready to help in times of a major disaster. To keep the neighborhood and volunteers abreast of 
current resources, Carole and Lion Robert Spong created a CERT website.  Carole also writes the 
newsletter for them that gets the word out to the community.   
 
With her technical skills Carole set up a Zoom account so her friends could keep connected with 
girl’s cocktail hour. Like so many of our Lions, Carole needs to be productive. Volunteering gives her 
a sense of satisfaction while meeting the needs of others. She is indeed a Venice Lion in Action. 

Venice Lions in Action (cont’d) 

Editors Note:  
 
We were presented with this award at our October 
meeting which was attended by our District Governor 
Lion Blair “Chip” Kunka. 
This award belongs to the club and its members. This 
award wouldn’t be possible without the service projects 
that the club is involved with, and those stories of 
service that find their way into the Lions Tale. 
A significant part of the newsletter, of course, is the 
photography documenting our club events. Several 
members continually contribute in this regard which is 
key to a successful publication. Lion Bev and Lion Ann 
provide the all important task of reviewing each edition 
before it is distributed. 
So you see it takes all of the club to make our 
newsletter successful and everyone should partake in 
that success. 
It is a very interesting looking award. If you’re curious I 
took the photo myself in the office with the club banner 
as a backdrop ( the piece is clear material). It now 
resides in the cabinet in the Lions Community Room 
along side other Lions Tale awards.  
 
Thank You Venice Lions, 
 
Lion Jeff Myles 
 

Venice Lions Club Awarded I-35 Multiple District Newsletter Award 
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From the Lions Tale December Nostalgia File 
And the Pen of Lion Ann Favreau 

 

ORNAMENTS   
Ann Favreau 

 
Wooden ornaments  
Crafted from clothespins  
Grace our tree, year to year. 
 
The wise man carries his box of gold. 
The Alpine climber, his rope. 
The British soldier taps his drum. 
I can imagine the tum de tum. 
 
The hula girl retains her charm 
Despite the fact she’s lost an arm.  
Others were tossed when they fell apart, 
But the start of this holiday handmade collection 
Brings back such wonderful recollections. 
 
Four young children at the kitchen table, 
Formica and chrome covered with paper. 
The ornament kit was a surprise allright 
To delight the kids though money was tight. 
 
Each chose a character to create 
From a simple round top clothespin. 
There were wooden arms, pieces of felt,  
Glittery sequins and colorful beads, 
Plus special things that met the needs 
And defined each personality. 
 
The glue and paint went everywhere, 
But the holiday air was filled with the sounds 
Of childhood fun and Mom’s delight 
That the fragrant Christmas tree would feature  
Each childmade wooden clothespin creature. 
 
Now fifty years later the ornaments stand 
Up on the branches of a prelit tree, 
And I, the Mom, can still remember 
The glee of a family Christmas endeavor.   
A special holiday memory. 

Wishing You a Safe and Happy Holiday !! 
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Venice Lions Club Inc. 

Venice Health Park 
1289 Jacaranda Blvd 

Venice, FL  34292-4522 
Tel: (941) 486-6065 
Fax: (941) 486-6019 

 
www.venicelionsclub.com 

secretary@venicelionsclub.com 

 

Club Zoom Meetings* 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

Board of Directors Zoom  
Meeting 2nd Thursday 

 
Meetings begin at 6:30 pm 

 
* during Covid-19 

 

Venice Lions Club 2020-2021 

President Paddy Padmanabhan 

1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 

Jeff Myles 
Louise Elleo 

Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 

Beverly Flynn 
Jeff Myles 

Treasurer (Admin.) Dave Mattson 

Treasurer (Found.) Barbara McGillicuddy 

Tail Twister 
Lion Tamer 
IPP 

Open 
Richard Namikas 
Bob Hoesly 

Two Year Director 
Two Year Director 
One Year Director 
One Year Director 

Bob Winstel 
Jeff Sterne 
Tom Cookingham 
Tracy Krueger 

Membership Chair Robert Spong 

Bulletin Editor 
Publisher 
Photographers 

Jeff Myles 
Jeff Myles 
Richard & Dusty Namikas 

Our Venice club is part of the largest 
international service organization in the 

world. We support international efforts to 
save the sight of millions, provide measles 

vaccinations and disaster relief. 
 

At the local community level, Lions provide 
free vision and hearing services to those in 

need, screen the vision of preschool children 
and collect used eyeglasses. 

 
Every dollar donated goes back to the 

community in the form of grants, 
scholarships, and educational and fun 

activities for children. 
 

Our members like serving in a club with a 
purpose.  It makes us feel good to give back 

to our community. 

Do you shop on Amazon? 
Shop at Amazon at:  

smile.amazon.com  
and Amazon donates to the  

Venice Lions Club!   
Just select “Venice Lions Club 

Foundation, Inc” as the Charity. 
 

As of November, 2020 the Venice 
Lions Club has received $1053.00 

through AmazonSmile! 

Lions Club International 

300 22nd Street, Oak Brook IL, 60521 

Website www.lcif.org 

President Dr. Jung-Yul Choi 

IPP Gudrun Yngvadottir 

District 35-I 

Website www.lions35i.org 

District Governor Chip Kunka 

IPDG Claudette Henry 

1st Vice District Governor Charles “Chuck” Carter 

2nd Vice District Governor Jim Gregory 

Cabinet Secretary Paula Schuttera 

Treasurer Betty Jo McKeon 

Bulletin Norma Jean Andrews 

MD Executive Secretary / 
Treasurer Neil Spencer 

Zone 6 Chair Tom Jeremiason 


