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President’s Message 

 
 It is the dawn of a New Year 
and with it comes renewed optimism 
and hope for better health, happiness 
and prosperity. Hopefully more 
opportunities for us to “serve” as that’s 
what we do best.  
 The past year was full of 
challenges what with the uncontrolled 
pandemic, contentious election and a 
republic greatly divided along the 
political and cultural lines not seen 
since the Civil war. Though the year 
has started with an attack on the 
majestic symbol of American 
democracy, there is hope because of 
the resilience and the core strength of 
the American people.  
 I am sure many of us would like to use the well-used phrase, 
“And this too shall pass away”.  I would like to recall here President 
Lincoln’s address on September 30, 1859 on that very phrase. “How 
much it expresses! How chastening in the hour of pride! How consoling 
in the depths of affliction! “And this too shall pass away”. And yet let 
us hope, it is not quite true. Let us hope, rather, that by the best 
cultivation of the physical world, beneath and around us, and the 
intellectual and moral world within us, we shall secure an individual, 
social, and political prosperity and happiness, whose course shall be 
onward and upward, and which, while the earth endures, shall not 
pass away” (Lincoln’s speech at the Wisconsin Fair, 9.30.1859). 
 
 Take heart, fellow Lions, that in working together we are 
strengthening ourselves, our community and our country.  
 
 
 
 
President Lion Paddy Padmanabhan 
 

 
November 2020 

January 2021 
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It has been a crazy year on many fronts and the peace poster contest was no exception. 
Not only was Lion Lynn’s expertise missing now that Lion Louise and I were co-chairing the event, but 
since the schools were on lockdown, there were no ceremonies to attend. 
The teachers relayed that the students love the contest and look forward to the event each year.  So 
even if we couldn’t participate in the presentations, know that we helped promote the Lion’s values 
and the love of art for these students. 
The same three schools participated this year, Laurel 
Nokomis, Venice Middle and Epiphany Cathedral. 
 
The winners at Laurel Nokomis were: 
1st place:  Berkley Pope 
2nd place:  Laura Diaz 
3rd place:  Chloe Sullivan 
 
The winners at Venice Middle School were: 
1st place:  Avery Dullard 
2nd place:  Ashley Green 
3rd place:  Emerson Erbeck 
 
The winners at Epiphany Cathedral were: 
1st place:  Alex Evancho ( photo not available) 
2nd place:  Eleonora DelSole 
3rd place:  Shannon Collins 
 
 
 
This was a fun project and Louise and I enjoyed the event.  
Hopefully next year we will do it in person. 
 
Lion Agnes 

Berkley Pope 1st place 
Laurel Nokomis 

 
Avery Dullard , 1st place 
Venice Middle School 

 
2020 Peace Poster Contest Finalists 

 

Peace Poster co-chairs Lion Agnes Woros and Lion 
Louise Elleo 
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LIONS HEARING STORY 
Lion Ric Namikas Au.D 

 
 In 1996 Past International Director Charlie Mowery came into my office and introduced himself and 
Lionism to me. 
The monthly vision screening was running well and I was impressed with the Venice Lions and the work that 
they were doing. 
Shortly thereafter I attended a conference for the Academy of Dispensing Audiologists and had a talk with Bill 
Austin, the President of Starkey Hearing aids. 
I told him about the Lions and he told me about the Starkey Hearing Foundation and their missions abroad.  I 
said that the Lions and Starkey should partner in bringing hearing help to the needy of the world.  I was 
concerned that the scope of what I was proposing would be too much to ask.  He said, ‘You cannot 
overwhelm my system”.  And with that I was on a mission to change the world. 
I contacted Lions International and was finally directed to “Tom” in Other Projects.  When I told him that I 
was ready to move to Chicago to head up this new branch of Lions International to provide free hearing aids 
to all of the needy people of the world, I ran into the problems that occur with any large organization.  We 
don’t do that.  I will do that.  We don’t have the resources.  Starkey will provide the resources and I will 
coordinate it.  Change is hard…. 
I put together communications with PID Charley and tried for about six months before resigning to making 
change on a smaller scale.  I would start with our club.   
I offered to do free hearing screenings on the first Thursday of every month in conjunction with our vision 
screening and fit the needy with free new hearing aids.  I was told we don’t do that.  We don’t have the 
resources.  We don’t want to take away from the vision screening.  Change is hard… 
So I became Vice President and changed minds from the inside.  I got my old employer to donate a sound 
booth and several Lions went up to Clearwater to pick it up and put it where it now sits at the Health Park. 
I never did get to change the world, but I did become the District hearing chair and Multiple District hearing 
chair.  By contacting audiologists and Hearing Specialists throughout our district I was able to establish a 
network of professional providers that would accept referrals from the Lions and fit them with brand new 
hearing aids provided by Starkey through the Hear Now Program. Today there are 77-providers throughout 
District 35-I and Lion Bev Flynn is the District Hearing Chair.  

 With persistence an idea can become reality. 

The Covid deaths are still 

surprising. 

Though our minds are numb with 

The numbers rising. 

As Lions, let us turn our thoughts 

To all the good our club has 

wrought 

Throughout the years. 

Be proud of the sight and hearing 

we’ve saved. 

 

Venice Lions in 2021 
By Ann Favreau 

New projects, new pathways of service 

paved.  

Folks have come to us with needs. 

We’ve answered with amazing deeds. 

We’ll persevere as challenges loom. 

Apart but together as we meet on Zoom. 

Looking forward to future days, 

While finding new and inventive ways 

To serve. 

Venice Lions in Action  
Submitted by Lion Ann Favreau 



 

Lions Tale January 2021 Page 4 

 

. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2nd Barbara McGillicuddy 

3rd Tom Cookingham 

5th Bob Hoesly 

14th Dotty Winther 

18th Annette Goodsen 

24th Keith Backhaus 

30th Jeff Sterne 

31st Jack Bohan 

 

 

 

 

12th Paul and Roseann 
Carlson 

MY LIONS STORY 
Alf Kirkeeng 

 
 
My journey in Lions began about 62 years ago and includes four Lions clubs. I first joined the 

Ellsworth, Wisconsin Lions Club in 1959 and was a member until 1974.  Ellsworth is a small town in 
Northwest Wisconsin, with the population at that time of about 700. I was President in 1965-1966. 
The Lions Club was the only service club in town at that time. This year they celebrated their 90th 
anniversary. It’s been a long time, but I recall a few fundraisers the club held. One was the Lions 
Christmas tree sales lot which was a good fundraiser as it was the only place in town to get 
Christmas trees. That area of Wisconsin was a big maple syrup production area, so the Lions Club 
sponsored a pancake and maple syrup with sausage breakfast at a local sugar bush, the place 
where the sap from the maple trees is boiled down into syrup. Those Lions from the Northeast can 
relate to that. 

During the winter months the club sponsored an ice-skating rink with a warming house.  It 
required a lot of work and attention and being outside in the winter months in Wisconsin, but the 
weather usually cooperated.  Another service project was providing eyeglasses for needy children. 
 I moved to Eau Claire, Wisconsin in 1974 and a good friend invited me to join the Eau Claire 
Evening Lions Club in 1985. Some of the service activities were: collecting used eye glasses and 
hearing aids, purchasing glasses for the needy, transporting eye tissue to the Wisconsin Eye Bank, 
Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army and setting up a drive through Holiday Wonderland display at a 
city park. Some of the fund raisers were Lions Octoberfest, Country Barn Dances, annual Lions Club 
Pig Roasts and a concession stand at air shows at the airport. I became Vice President and was 
scheduled to become President in 1991 when we moved to Florida. 

I became a member of the Venice Lions Club in November of 1991. Past International 
Director (PID) Charlie Mowery was a Past President of the club and we became good friends.  He 
encouraged me to serve the club and I was President of the club in 1995-96. The Club celebrated its 
50th anniversary November 1, 1997 and I was chairperson of that event. Past International President 
Aubrey D. Green was the guest speaker. 

The major focus of my time and efforts while a member of the Venice Lions Club has been 
with the Venice and Englewood Lions Vision Program. There is so much history with the vision 
program that it is difficult to decide where to begin. Originally the Nokomis Lions Club was included 
but that Club ceased operation so Venice and Englewood picked up total responsibility.  The vision 
program began with the Alfred and Ingeborg Keerl Bequest for 1.7 million dollars to provide eye 
care in the Venice, Englewood and Nokomis area. The bequest went to the Florida Lions Foundation 
for the Blind because none of the three clubs had a Non-Profit Foundation to accept the bequest. 

 
 

“My Lions Story” continues on page 5” 
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MY LIONS STORY ( continued) 

 
 
The Keerl Trust Committee was formed to administer the vision program with PID Charlie Mowery as 

Chair. The first eye screening clinic was held on November 5, 1987. The Venice Hospital, a public community 
hospital at the time, was very involved in the vision program. They provided the facility for the Lions vision 
screening, and other support.  In June 1993 plans were finalized to construct the Venice/Englewood Lions 
Clubs Vision Center.  The hospital was interested in building a health park at the corner of Jacaranda Blvd. 
and Center Road and the Keerl Trust Committee needed a facility for their eye care program and office 
space.  After much discussion an agreement was made where the Keerl Trust Committee would donate 
$1,000,000 over a ten year period at $100,000 per year. Included were the office and meeting/clinic room 
and a surgery center. The donation was the impetus for the hospital to build the Health Park. The agreement 
also provided for the vision program to receive five free surgeries each from five ophthalmologists each year 
for a total of 25 surgeries per year including anesthesiologists and surgeries. Since the Lions provided the 
Surgery Center, the hospital did not charge the Lions for any surgeries. Venice Hospital was later sold to a 
non-profit and has changed hands several times since then. 

The Venice/Englewood Lions Vision Center office moved to the Health Park from Lion Beverly 
Kruger’s garage, and all operations commenced from there. Lion Beverly had been influential in the program 
from the beginning and she conducted most of the business on behalf of the Lions.  Lions Carol Steensen, 
Johnny Ashworth and I were appointed to set up the office. We did that, organized it, trained the volunteers, 
and wrote the operational handbook. The computer software program was designed by Lion Dusty Namikas. 

There were issues with the Florida Lions Foundation for the Blind as holder and primary investor of 
the Keerl bequest. The most serious was what we called malinvestment. We eventually filed a lawsuit and a 
trial was held in Sarasota County Circuit Court. The Lions Keerl Committee won the case in December 1997 
that specified investment policies that the Florida Lions Foundation were required to follow.   

In 1986 the Venice Lions Club Foundation was established. New bequests from Ingeborg Keerl and 
Martha Van Sickle were received and increased the value. They provided funds for additional eye care for 
children and other low income residents of Sarasota County. The account reached $1,000,000 in value.  I 
was Treasurer for a period of time and was followed as treasurer by Lion Barbara McGillicuddy. 

I was a member of the North Port Lions Club from 2003 to 2011. The Board of Directors of that club 
decided that the club needed a 501 (c) (3) Non Profit Foundation. The club did not have funds to pay a 
professional to write the application so Lion Richard Jimison, a friend of mine, and I were recruited to write 
the application and submit it to the IRS.  It was approved on the first submission. I was president of that 
club for a year. Fund raisers were food stands at community events and a fashion show. 
My Lions career has been very interesting, and I believe the bequest from the estate of Alfred and Ingeborg 
Estate is the greatest thing that could happen to any Lions Club.  It has enabled the Venice and Englewood 
Lions Vision program to improve and restore the vision of countless low-income residents in our area.  
 
Their stories are very moving. 

Do you have a item you would like to have included in the Lions Tale? 
 
Please forward it to: Lion Jeff Myles (jmyles19@gmail.com) 
 
  

 
 
 
 

January 21 Meeting 

Michael Stevens & Tanya Orr, Boys and Girls Club of Sarasota and DeSoto County 
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New Year’s Trivia Questions and Answers 
 

Submitted by Tail Twister Lion Judy Rocquin 

 

Question: When did the New Year’s Eve Ball first drop in Times Square? 

Answer: 1907 

Question: How large is the Times Square New Year’s Eve Ball in diameter? 

Answer: 12 feet 

Question: When did partiers first celebrate New Year’s Eve in Times Square? 

Answer: 1904 

Question: How much does the Times Square ball weigh? 

Answer: 11,875 pounds 

Question: What are the triangles on the Times Square ball made from? 

Answer: Waterford Crystals 

Question: What is the geometrical shape of the Waterford Crystal Times Square New 

Year’s Eve Ball? 

Answer: Geodesic sphere 

Question: Who is credited with writing the poem “Auld Lang Syne?” 

Answer: Robert Burns 

Question: What ancient Greek god’s celebrations inspired Baby New Year? 

Answer: Dionysus 

Question: In Scottish traditions, who do you kiss at midnight on New Year’s Eve? 

Answer: Everyone 

Question: Immigrants from what country introduced the New Year baby to the United 

States? 

Answer: Germany 

A Safe and Happy New Year to All !! 

https://www.timessquarenyc.org/times-square-new-years-eve/nye-history-times-square-ball
https://www.timessquarenyc.org/times-square-new-years-eve/nye-history-times-square-ball
https://www.cnn.com/2019/12/31/us/auld-lang-syne-history-lyrics-trnd/index.html
https://historybecauseitshere.weebly.com/happy-new-year.html
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Venice Lions Club Inc. 

Venice Health Park 
1289 Jacaranda Blvd 

Venice, FL  34292-4522 
Tel: (941) 486-6065 
Fax: (941) 486-6019 

 
www.venicelionsclub.com 

secretary@venicelionsclub.com 

 

Club Zoom Meetings* 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

Board of Directors Zoom  
Meeting 2nd Thursday 

 
Meetings begin at 6:30 pm 

 
* during Covid-19 

 

Venice Lions Club 2020-2021 

President Paddy Padmanabhan 

1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 

Jeff Myles 
Louise Elleo 

Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 

Beverly Flynn 
Jeff Myles 

Treasurer (Admin.) Dave Mattson 

Treasurer (Found.) Barbara McGillicuddy 

Tail Twister 
Lion Tamer 
IPP 

Open 
Richard Namikas 
Bob Hoesly 

Two Year Director 
Two Year Director 
One Year Director 
One Year Director 

Bob Winstel 
Jeff Sterne 
Tom Cookingham 
Tracy Krueger 

Membership Chair Robert Spong 

Bulletin Editor 
Publisher 
Photographers 

Jeff Myles 
Jeff Myles 
Richard & Dusty Namikas 

Our Venice club is part of the largest 
international service organization in the 

world. We support international efforts to 
save the sight of millions, provide measles 

vaccinations and disaster relief. 
 

At the local community level, Lions provide 
free vision and hearing services to those in 

need, screen the vision of preschool children 
and collect used eyeglasses. 

 
Every dollar donated goes back to the 

community in the form of grants, 
scholarships, and educational and fun 

activities for children. 
 

Our members like serving in a club with a 
purpose.  It makes us feel good to give back 

to our community. 

Do you shop on Amazon? 
Shop at Amazon at:  

smile.amazon.com  
and Amazon donates to the  

Venice Lions Club!   
Just select “Venice Lions Club 

Foundation, Inc” as the Charity. 
 

As of November, 2020 the Venice 
Lions Club has received $1053.00 

through AmazonSmile! 

Lions Club International 

300 22nd Street, Oak Brook IL, 60521 

Website www.lcif.org 

President Dr. Jung-Yul Choi 

IPP Gudrun Yngvadottir 

District 35-I 

Website www.lions35i.org 

District Governor Chip Kunka 

IPDG Claudette Henry 

1st Vice District Governor Charles “Chuck” Carter 

2nd Vice District Governor Jim Gregory 

Cabinet Secretary Paula Schuttera 

Treasurer Betty Jo McKeon 

Bulletin Norma Jean Andrews 

MD Executive Secretary / 
Treasurer Neil Spencer 

Zone 6 Chair Tom Jeremiason 


