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From the Editor, 
 
I hope this newsletter finds everyone healthy and safe. Over the last few weeks 
the club has continued to function during the challenges created by the ongoing 
health crisis. The Board of Directors and the Keerl Committee have initiated 
regular meetings through the “Zoom” application. On Thursday June 4th the 
club held its first general meeting , via “Zoom”, which was attended by 28 
members. Other club activities such as the Scholarship Program has gone 
forward. Many thanks to the Scholarship Committee. You will find in this edition 
articles contributed by Lions Ann Favreau and Dr. Ric Namikas published here. 
If anyone has a story, photos, a poem, etc., that they would like 
included in the Lions Tale please send it to me and I will get it 
included in the next newsletter. Enjoy reading ! 
 
Best Regards, 
Lion Jeff Myles 

Club News 

2020 –21 Officer Installation 
 

Lion Bill Davis will conduct, via “Zoom”, the installation ceremony for 
2020—2021 Venice Lions Club officers on the evening of June 18. 
The slate of incoming officers is as follows: 
 
 
 
 Venice Lions Club Officers 2020-2021 

President Paddy Padmanabhan 

1st Vice President 
 

Jeffrey Myles 

Secretary Beverly Flynn 

Treasurer (Admin.) Dave Mattson 

Treasurer (Found.) Barbara McGillicuddy 

Tail Twister 
Lion Tamer 
IPP 

Louise Elleo 
Richard Namikas 
Bob Hoesly 

Two Year Director 
Two Year Director 
One Year Director 
One Year Director 

Jeffrey Sterne 
Robert Winstel 
Thomas Cookingham 
Tracy Krueger 

Membership Chair Robert Spong 

 
FYI...As of this month the 
club has made its final 
pledge payment to the  
Jacaranda Library 
Centennial Project ! 
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2nd Ray Favreau 

18th Rose Hightower 

20th Jan Liard 

20th Julio Vega 

22nd  Paul Waggoner 

30th Paul Carlson 

 Jackie Snavely 

 

 

 

 

17th  Dave Mattson (Sue) 

21st  Ray & Ann Favreau 

22nd Bill & Jeanette Davis 

22nd  Bob & Cheryl 
Winstel 

Have a story, photo or good news to share?  Please send to Lion Jeff at jmyles19@ gmail.com to be included in the 
next newsletter!  

Club News 

Membership — Departing Lions 
 
Lion Bob Lacomis— Lion Bob is moving to North Carolina to be closer 
to family. 
 
Lion Helen Nester — Helen has opened a new chapter in her life, we 
wish her much happiness. 
 
Lion Bill Loso— Lion Bill is transferring his membership back to the 
Appalachia NY Lions Club. Bill will be visiting us when he returns to 
Venice. 
 
 

Lions Vision Clinic  
 
Planning is underway to continue providing Vision Clinic services to the 
community. All vision clinic activity was suspended in March due to 
Covid19, the Lions Community Room where the clinics are held has also 
been closed since that time. A new format will be put in place which will 
allow us to continue serving our clients while observing all Covid-19 
precautions and safety protocols.  
 

Volunteer Opportunity 
 
The club is seeking a volunteer to fill the role of Publicity Coordinator. 
This Lion would serve as a liaison to local media outlets for club activities 
and events. This would include publicity for our Halloween, Christmas, 
Easter, and other events that we sponsor in the community.  
 
If interested, or if you have questions, please contact any Venice Lions 
Club officer. 
If at any time you have questions about volunteer opportunities in the 
club, or how to become involved in projects or programs please contact 
any club officer. 
 

Upcoming Events  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Note: Until further notice all club and BOD  meetings are being conducted 
remotely via the Zoom application. Club members will receive an email 
invitation to these meetings with the meeting link enclosed. 

6/11 Board of Directors Mtg (Zoom)* 

6/18 General Meeting / Installation of Officers 

7/2 General Meeting 

7/4 Waterway Cleanup 

7/9 Board of Directors Meeting 

7/16  General Meeting 
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Venice Lions Club Scholarship Presentation – 2020 

 

Each year the Venice Lions Foundation awards 3 to 4 four scholarships in the amount of $1000 to 
graduating seniors from local area schools.  It is the responsibility of the Scholarship Committee to review 
the applications and select the winners.  This year’s Scholarship Committee members are Jeff Sterne, 
Robert Spong, Rocky Rocquin and Tom Regan.  Normally, the scholarship winners and family members are 
invited to attend a Lions club dinner meeting where they are introduced to our members and recognized 
for their achievement.  This is not a normal year; we are disappointed that dinner meetings are still not 
possible and we do not have the opportunity to personally meet and congratulate the winners.  Instead, 
here are photos and brief summaries of the four winners.           
It is rewarding and humbling to serve on the Committee, review all the applications and, with some 
difficulty, select winners.  The scholarship applicants are impressive.  Most do not carry a normal class 
load, but rather enroll in Advanced Placement (AP) classes, participate in the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) program, and even attend dual enrollment college classes.  They also find time to be active in school 
clubs, sports, and honor societies as well as volunteer in our community.  On top of that, some students 
even work.  There is no doubt, our winners are smart, motivated and very deserving of the scholarship 
award.  

 
 
  Congratulations, Elizabella Barnett 
 
Elizabella will attend the State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota and intends to 
pursue a career in nursing.  Serving and helping people is something she is very 
passionate about and being a nurse will enable her to put her caring, sympathetic 
personality to good use. She is enrolled in the Medical Academy at Venice High and 
challenges herself with honors level classes.  She is also studying for certification 
as an Emergency Medical Responder.  Outside of the classroom, Bella has been 
involved with the soccer and volleyball teams and has contributed over one 
hundred community service hours in a number of roles including YMCA soccer 
coach, Harvest Tabernacle Church food bank, United Methodist Church ‘Day of 
Hope’, and child care provider at a Hurricane Irma evacuation site.  Bella also 
works part time babysitting for five different clients and at Fins Restaurant serving 
tables.  One of her proudest accomplishment is being the first of six siblings to 
graduate high school and attend college.   
 
 

 
    Congratulations, Michael Bielansk 

 

Michael will attend the University of Florida and aspires to become a 
medical doctor specializing in either neurology or neurosurgery.  
Throughout high school Michael had a strong interest in learning about 
the brain, especially injuries or diseases for which there are no cures 
such as Alzheimer’s.  Recently he had the opportunity to shadow a 
neurosurgeon for two days including five operating room procedures; 
this helped solidify his desire to become a doctor.  Michael is enrolled in 
the International Baccalaureate program; his selection to the National 
Honor Society and other honor societies identifies him as a top 
performing student.  He is a student athlete and member of a number 
of clubs.  As an officer of the Math Honor Society he co-founded a 
math tutor program for elementary school students.  He has performed 
250 hours of volunteer service for organizations like the YMCA, Boys 
and Girls Club, Relay for Life and Animal Rescue.  One of his fondest 
memories growing up was as a member of the Venice Lions Little 
League team for four years.  In his words, “Playing baseball for the 
Lions is something I will remember for the rest of my life and I never 
want to forget it”.               
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     Congratulations, Star Major 

 

Star will attend the University of South Florida with plans to pursue a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Nursing.  Growing up, it was Star’s grandfather that had the biggest 
impact on her life and was her role model.  When his health declined it was Star who 
stepped into the caregiver role to attend to his needs and upon his passing, she 
realized she wanted to become a nurse to help others like him.  In school, Star is 
enrolled in Advanced Placement classes with a concentration in life sciences that will 
help prepare her in her chosen field.  Outside of the classroom Star is a member of the 
school’s marching band and performs at numerous community events.  She 
demonstrated her poise and communication skills as an anchor on the school’s weekly 
televised news program and volunteers at the school department print shop.  In the 
words of one of her references, “she is very determined and hardworking yet with a 
calm and focused presence about her”.   

 

 

     Congratulations, Thanasorn Sammacheep 
 

Thanasorn will attend the University of Florida and will pursue a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Nursing followed by a Master of Science to become a nurse 
practitioner.  During college she intends to become a certified nurse assistant to 
earn money to help defray costs and gain valuable experience in her field.  At 
Venice High School Thanasorn participated in the Medical Academy Program for 
four years earning certifications as emergency medical responder and 
electrocardiogram technician.  As a member of an affiliated club, Health 
Occupations Students of America, she has participated in bowl competitions 
placing first in regional events the past two years.  Thanasorn has taken a 
rigorous course load including International Baccalaureate classes and has been 
recognized by membership in the National Honor Society and other honor 
societies.  Described as a true student leader, she is an officer in many of the 
organizations to which she belongs.   

 

 

 

Venice Lions Club Scholarships 2020 
(cont’d) 

 

Congratulations to all Venice Lions scholarship recipients we wish you the best of everything in your 
endeavors. 

Also, thanks to the Venice Lions Scholarship Committee: Lions Jeff Sterne, Robert Spong, Rocky 
Rocquin and Tom Regan. 

The Editor would like to thank Tom Regan for submitting this article to the Lions Tale. 
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Everyone knows the story about how Anne Sullivan aided the young girl Helen Keller to 
communicate with the world and continued as her constant companion on her national and 
worldwide lecture tours.  However, few people are aware of the early life of this dedicated teacher.  
Since I spent over thirty-five years living and teaching in the town of Feeding Hills, Massachusetts 
where she was born, I feel a connection to her.  Although she was known throughout her life as 
Anne or Annie, she was born Joanna Sullivan on April 14, 1866.  Her family home, a farmhouse, has 
long since disappeared from this once rural town.  A marker denotes the original site that is less 
than a half-mile from where I taught at Granger School for 27 years. 
 
Anne’s parents were Irish immigrants.  Born into poverty with an abusive alcoholic father was the 
beginning of her dreadful childhood.  At the age of two she contracted trachoma, an eye disease 
that even today is the world’s leading cause of preventable blindness. It is prophetic that Lions 
Clubs International are still fighting this disease in the developing countries in Africa, the Middle 
East and Asia responding to Helen Keller’s challenge. Anne’s mother died when she was eight years 
old.  Soon after, her father abandoned her and her younger brother who had tuberculosis.  They 
were placed in the state poorhouse in Tewksbury, Massachusetts.  There she would deal with 
hunger, terror, and abuse among other orphans who shared the crowded, dirty asylum with 
criminals, the insane, diseased and disabled.  She would suffer severe loneliness when her brother 
died at the age of five.   
 
The trachoma had become so severe that she was nearly blind.  When officials came to visit the 
poorhouse, she hollered at them that she wanted to go to school at the Perkins Institution for the 
Blind.  Her outcry moved the visitors and they consented to send her to Perkins, although at this 
time, it catered to wealthy individuals who could pay to have their blind youngsters educated.  Blind 
children were not allowed to attend public schools.  While at Perkins, she underwent surgery that 
restored some of her sight. With increased vision and a brilliant mind she made the most of this 
educational opportunity.   According to author Laurie Lawlor, “When she entered in 1880, nearly 
fourteen years old, she owned neither a nightgown nor a hairbrush.  She could not read or write 
and she did not know her own birthday.  She spoke with a slight Irish brogue and was filled with 
intense hate for almost anyone in authority.  She knew what it meant to be blind and shuffled out 
of sight by society.  In spite of unpromising beginnings, she managed to excel and graduated 
valedictorian of her class.” * 
 
This gifted young woman was in need of a job after graduation.  The director of the Perkins 
Institution, Michael Anagnos received a letter from Captain Keller, Helen’s father, asking if there 
was anyone who could come to Alabama to teach his child.  Mr. Anagnos recommended Anne.  She 
was delighted to accept because she knew that this job would allow her to become financially 
secure with a salary of twenty-five dollars a month, plus board and washing.  To prepare herself to 
serve as a teacher and governess to six-year old Helen, she began to study the work of Samuel 
Gridley Howe. 
 
Dr. Howe wanted to prove that blind and deaf people had a basic ability to learn.  In his home in 
Boston, he began teaching a few blind students.  This would evolve into the Perkins School for the 
Blind, the first in the United States.  Dr. Howe worked with Laura Bridgman, a blind and deaf 
student.  He taught her to read using raised letters and finger spelling.  Anne read all the published 
work about Dr. Howe’s success with Laura.  Coincidentally, Laura Bridgman became a resident of 
Perkins where she did housekeeping and sewing.  She taught Anne how to finger spell. They 
became dear friends and communicated using their hands.   
With no teacher training and no experience except her new found finger spell knowledge and a 
spitfire spirit, Anne set off for Tuscumbia, Alabama to work with Helen Keller.  Her success is 
legendary.  When Anne died on October 20, 1936 at the age of seventy, Helen was still holding the 
hand that had first spelled out the word water and changed her life forever. 
Although Anne’s ashes were placed in the National Cathedral in Washington, DC, the town of 
Feeding Hills did not forget that she had her roots in this suburban community. The townspeople 
and especially the local Lions club set out to raise over $50,000 for the construction of a bronze 
statue of Anne Sullivan and Helen Keller.  They engaged Mico Kaufman, a noted sculptor, for the 
project entitled Water.  On June 25, 1992 the completed bronze work that rests on a six foot base 
of polished granite was unveiled on the Granger School property, a perfect setting for teacher and 
pupil.  The piece attracts visitors both sighted and blind and many distinguished Lions have come to 
Feeding Hills to admire it and renew their commitment to the challenges of sight conservation 
throughout the world.    
 
* Lawlor, Laurie, Helen Keller: Rebellious Spirit, Holiday House, NY, 2001  
  

Anne Sullivan 
by 

Lion Ann Favreau 
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70th Anniversary Speech 

Contributed by Lion Ric Namikas 

 
A century ago Lions got together in Chicago to establish a service organization dedicated to the concept of service to mankind.  
Their Code of Ethics set forth that members would never put their own self-interests first.  Within their foundations, it was 
decided that partisan politics and sectarian religion shall not be debated by club members.  This selflessness and dedication to 
humanity has led to Lions becoming the largest service organization in the world.  Lions can be found where other more 
political or religious groups will not be invited.  So international have they become that Lions Clubs International has worked 
with the United Nations since its founding in 1945 to bring help to people in need around the globe. 
Thirty years after that Chicago meeting a group of Venice visionaries got together to found the Venice Lions Club.   Lions 
International established a motto in the 1950s that endures proudly to this day.  The simple statement, We Serve, was clear 
enough for all to understand.  And serve the Venice Lions did.  They provided glasses, youth services, Christmas Lights for the 
city and contributed to firefighting equipment for Venice at a time when we had one paid policeman and a volunteer Mayor.   
 

When the Venice Little League began in 1949, so did our sponsorship to the team which bears our name.  That sponsorship 
continues to this day.  When it began, we would open the season by playing a game against the Rotary Club.  The most 
unusual thing about the game was the uniforms.  Both teams of men wore their loveliest dresses and bonnets.  That tradition 
did not continue, but we do staff the concession stand so that the parents can enjoy watching their own kids play on opening 
day. 
 

That year the club purchased a goat as an attendance stimulant.  Any member who had an unexcused absence from a meeting 
would find the goat in their front yard the next morning.  It was their responsibility to care for said goat until another member 
missed a meeting.  Lion Jim Hightower Sr. was the last member known to have had the goat.  He was also the sponsor of our 
first annual barbeque that year 
The 50s saw the Lions work on a Beach Casino, raise funds to help build the new hospital, begin school eye screenings, loan 
money to the 4-H club to buy beef cattle, sponsor clubs in Nokomis and Osprey, begin a blood bank, start their Peace Poster 
Contest, sponsor a sports car race at the Venice Airport, and a Halloween costume contest at the Venice Elementary School. 
 

The 1960s began with the Venice Lions becoming Charter members of the Florida Lions Foundation for the Blind, and begin to 
do glaucoma screenings to aid in early detection and to save eyesight before it was lost.  Charles Mowery, who would later 
become my sponsor, was a two-year international director at that time.  He established the Youth Exchange Program, which is 
still going strong today.   
 

The club had several pilots and they began a fundraiser called, “A penny a pound airlift”.  We offered rides to the public for the 
price of a penny a pound.  Some of the money we raised went to the Library building fund and to Loveland school.  When the 
Intra Costal Waterway was opened, we were there too.  The Venice Lions helped organize the Big Brother program in town in 
1968.  We finished the decade by establishing Vegas Nights, which lasted until the laws got too complicated to play anymore.   
 

In the 70s the price of gas forced the penny a pound up to two cents and later to three, and we donated shelters at the 
roadside park in town and sponsored a Miss Softball America team.  We made visits to the Venice Little Theater and Golden 
Apple dinner theater.  We donated two thousand dollars toward the new high school football stadium.  We gave large 
donations to the Lions Eye Bank and Lions Camp for the visually handicapped as well as donating radio receivers for the blind.   
 

In the 80’s there were two major milestones.  Lions International became the first major service club to admit women as 
members and Alfred Keerl bequeathed a large sum of money to the Lions. The donated funds were enough for the Venice, 
Nokomis, and Englewood Lions to begin the vision program that continues to this day. The first woman to join the Venice Lions 
was Emily Hightower.  Her husband had been President twice before and she had been our pianist for twenty years.  Her 
children, Jim and Rose are members today 
The 90’s saw our first woman President, Lion Dee Stephenson.  Venice and Englewood Lions Clubs donated one million dollars 
to establish the Venice Healthpark where we meet today and hold our monthly screenings for vision, hearing, blood pressure 
and diabetes.  We also put together a time capsule to be opened on our club’s centennial celebration in 2047. 
We have been major contributors to Lions International’s Sight First and One Shot, One Life, the Measles Initiative, two of the 
largest ever collaborative disease eradication programs. We also donate to tsunami and hurricane disaster relief.  We have 
added a Children’s Vision Screening and begun to provide glasses for the homeless.  Every month we contribute food to a local 
Food Bank.  Reaching out into the community is a number one priority for the Venice Lions. 
Over the years, we have grown and changed with the city of Venice.  We have provided for the needs of our neighbors as well 
as being part of the largest service organization in the world.  We are truly local and global. 
 

This is a sampling of the history of this club over the past seventy years.  That is just some of what we have done.  Why we 
continue to do it is simple enough to understand.  The Lions International motto established in the 1950’s says it.  We Serve.   
This is our community.  This is our world.  If not us, who?  If not now, when?  Where there is a need, there is a Lion. 
 

We are the Venice Lions.  Celebrating our past and looking forward to a great future.   I hope to see you all at the opening of 
our centennial time capsule in 2047!  
Thank you! 
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We have a new patch for our banner from 
Southeastern Guide Dogs ! 
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Venice Lions Club Inc. 
Venice Health Park 

1289 Jacaranda Blvd 
Venice, FL  34292-4522 

Tel: (941) 412-5288 
Fax: (941) 486-6019 

 
www.venicelionsclub.com 

secretary@venicelionsclub.com 

 

Club Meetings 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

Lions Community Room 
at the Venice Health Park 

Dinner served at 6 pm  
Meeting begins at 6:30 pm 

 
RSVP - (941) 493-4472 

Venice Lions Club 2019-2020 

President Bob Hoesly 

1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 

Paddy Padmanabahn 
Jeff Myles 

Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 

Beverly Flynn 
TBD 

Treasurer (Admin.) Dave Mattson 

Treasurer (Found.) Barbara McGillicuddy 

Tail Twister 
Lion Tamer 
IPP 

Jeanette Davis 
Richard Namikas 
Gary Beck 

Two Year Director 
Two Year Director 
One Year Director 
One Year Director 

Tom Cookingham 
Tracy Krueger 
Bill Loso 
Bill Davis 

Membership Chair Robert Spong 

Bulletin Editor 
Publisher 
Photographers 

Jeff Myles 
Jeff Myles 
Richard & Dusty Namikas 

Our Venice club is part of the largest 
international service organization in the 

world. We support international efforts to 
save the sight of millions, provide measles 

vaccinations and disaster relief. 
 

At the local community level, Lions provide 
free vision and hearing services to those in 

need, screen the vision of preschool children 
and collect used eyeglasses. 

 
Every dollar donated goes back to the 

community in the form of grants, 
scholarships, and educational and fun 

activities for children. 
 

Our members like serving in a club with a 
purpose.  It makes us feel good to give back 

to our community. 

 

Do you shop on Amazon? 
Shop at Amazon at:  

smile.amazon.com  
and Amazon donates to the  

Venice Lions Club!   
Just select “Venice Lions Club 

Foundation, Inc” as the Charity. 
 

As of November 2019, the Venice 
Lions Club has received $989.91 

through AmazonSmile! 

Lions Club International 

300 22nd Street, Oak Brook IL, 60521 

Website www.lcif.org 

President Dr. Jung-Yul Choi 

IPP Gudrun Yngvadottir 

District 35-I 

Website www.lions35i.org 

District Governor Claudette Henry 

IPDG Kenneth Engstrom 

1st Vice District Governor Blair “Chip” Kunka 

2nd Vice District Governor Charles “Chuck” Carter 

Cabinet Secretary Beverly Flynn 

Treasurer Tom Mavor 

Bulletin Norma Jean Andrews 

MD Executive Secretary / 
Treasurer Neil Spencer, PID 

Zone 3 Chair Erick Rumold 


