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I would like to start by congratulating all the award 
winners from 2019-2020 fiscal year.  Jeff Stern (Lion of 
the year), Dave Mattson (Helen Keller award) and Louise 
Elleo and Bonnie Dunn (Rising Star) and Bev Flynn 
(President’s Appreciation Award). 
These are challenging and uncertain times due to 
worldwide Covid -19 pandemic. I am reassured in the 
knowledge that our network of Lions will rise up to meet 
this challenging times with creative and innovative ways 
to ensure our community continues to hear our collective 
“roar”.  As we start July 2nd with our first meeting of the 
year, we go in with the knowledge that Zoom meetings 
are and will be the “new Normal” at least until the fall. 
Therefore, our challenge is to create new ideas and 
develop plans consistent with the current social 
restrictions to continue serve our community. After all, 
our motto is “ We serve”.   I think we should start with 
our meeting agenda to make it more meaningful and 
participatory to make it interesting so we will have more 
people attending via Zoom.  There are a few good ideas 
from our creative and ever active Lions and those will be 
tried at our meetings. Similarly we need to think of ways 
in which we can help the community as many of our 
activities are curtailed due to Covid-19. 
 
 Until we meet, stay healthy and safe. 
 
President Lion Paddy Padmanabhan 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note: Lion Paddy is the 2020 Melvin Jones  Award recipient. 
Congratulations!  

 

2020 - 2021 VLC Officers Inducted 

The slate of 2020 –2021 VLC officers were inducted by Lion Bill Davis (left) on June 18th 
via Zoom. See page 4 for the list of new club and district officers 

...Have a funny 
hat?  
Wear it to the 
next Zoom 
meeting on the 
16th . Our Tail 
Twister will 
judge the 
funniest hat ! 
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When the Venice Lions met in person, we always ended our meeting with 

members and guests forming a circle, holding hands and singing Til We Meet Again. 

The words proclaim, “Let our hands be ever there to grip, hand to hand, the clasp of 

fellowship.” Although this was the final activity after the official close of the meeting, 

the feeling of fellowship often began as Lions entered the door. Now that we have 

engaged in virtual meetings, there is still a sense of camaraderie, but I miss those 

handshakes, hugs, lively conversations about our daily lives. The air of friendliness still 

sets a wonderful tone for the Zoom club meeting although singing our closing song 

was not a good choice because of the audio delays.   

Even though we can’t be together at the Community Room, Venice Lions care 

about one another. They send cards and call members to inquire about their well 

being. RUOK is the new friendship outreach team.  It’s an extension of our clasp of 

fellowship.   

I know that our new President Paddy will work tirelessly to preserve the 

vitality of our club.  We will continue to feel this connection with him from behind the 

virtual podium. At the installation meeting he shared the challenges we will need to 

overcome and the goals he hopes to achieve. Serving in a leadership role is made 

easier when one knows that there are friends to support you. We gave him that 

affirmation. I am certain that he will lead the Board to act in the best interests of our 

club.  

Although our closing circle with joined hands is suspended for now. The 

closeness of our bond lives. I believe that the clasp of fellowship is more than a 

physical touch. It’s an invisible tie, a ribbon of comradeship that binds our Venice 

Lions together.   

4th  Dave Mattson 

11th  Robert Spong 

18th Al Gurley 

24th Lynn McConnell 

26th Jody Fall 

31st  Jeanette Davis 

31st Bob Winstel 

  

2nd Alf Kirkeeng 
(Denise) 

  

A VIRTUAL CLASP OF FELLOWSHIP 

By Lion Ann Favreau 

As Lions, did you know………….. 

As of June 19, 2020, LCIF has awarded 288 grants totaling $4,708,432.00 to 
COVID-19 Front-line Relief.  This does not include the grants given through Lions 
Clubs Worldwide for other needs, nor does it include the $10,000.00 grant to 
District 35-I for a Disaster Relief Trailer that we now have to assist us with any 
future natural disaster projects. 
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“One thing I would like to say is why I applied for specifically this scholarship.  There are so many 
scholarships out there, but this one stood out to me from all the rest and I applied for a special reason.  
This reason being is how I have a strong emotional connection to the Venice Lions Club.  I played baseball 
at the Venice Little League, specifically on the Lions, for four years.  I have some of my fondest memories 
playing baseball for the Lions when I was younger and it is how I met most of my friends that I am still 
friends with to this day.  Playing baseball for the Lions is something I will remember for the rest of my life, 
and I never want to forget it.  Baseball was my childhood, and I feel like playing at Venice Little League 
has had a very significant role in the formation of who I have become as a person today.  I remember 
every game, there would be members of the Lions Club in the bleachers, watching and cheering us on.  I 
remember that made me feel so special, knowing that other people who weren’t our parents wanted to 
come watch us play.  The memories I have of being on the Lions and playing at Venice Little League will 
stick with me forever and looking back on it now I really do appreciate the support this foundation has for 
our youth.  On behalf of the Venice Lions from 2012-2015, thank you.”  
 
Michael Bielanski 

Editor’s Note: 
 
Attached is the closing paragraph from Michael Bielanski’s personal essay submitted with his  application 
for a Venice Lions foundation scholarship this year. His correspondence recalls his playing days in Little 
League baseball with the Venice Lions Club team from 2012-2015. Michael is a 2020 scholarship 
recipient. 
Submitted by Lion Tom Regan, Venice Lions Club Scholarship Committee. 

Correspondence 

Our Incoming DG Chip Kunka 
takes the oath of office from LCI 
President Choi via Zoom on June 
29th. 

New District Governor 

inducted via Zoom 

On June 15th Lion Bob, Bill 
and I picked up the pop tops 
from the attic collected from 
8 Venice schools the past 5 
months. 
We delivered to Mr. Fred Ellis 
our Shriner partner, here in 
Venice. Fred was kind 
enough to weigh all the tubs 
we delivered so we may pass 
on to next year's student 
councils, Jr. Natl. Honor 
Society, etc. what they 
accomplished. The pop tops 
totaled 159 lbs.!, That's 
188,800 pop tops, currently 
at about 30 cents a pound 
from the local metal 
recyclers. And Mr. Bill 
counted every one of the 
188,800. 
Thanks for the use of your 
truck Lion Bob. 
 

Lion Jeannette Davis 

Pop Top Program Update 
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Venice Lions Club Inc. 
Venice Health Park 

1289 Jacaranda Blvd 
Venice, FL  34292-4522 

Tel: (941) 412-5288 
Fax: (941) 486-6019 

 
www.venicelionsclub.com 

secretary@venicelionsclub.com 

 

Club Meetings 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

Lions Community Room 
at the Venice Health Park 

Dinner served at 6 pm  
Meeting begins at 6:30 pm 

 
RSVP - (941) 493-4472 

Venice Lions Club 2020-2021 

President Paddy Padmanabhan 

1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 

Jeff Myles 
Open 

Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 

Beverly Flynn 
Jeff Myles 

Treasurer (Admin.) Dave Mattson 

Treasurer (Found.) Barbara McGillicuddy 

Tail Twister 
Lion Tamer 
IPP 

Louise Elleo 
Richard Namikas 
Bob Hoesly 

Two Year Director 
Two Year Director 
One Year Director 
One Year Director 

Bob Winstel 
Jeff Sterne 
Tom Cookingham 
Tracy Krueger 

Membership Chair Robert Spong 

Bulletin Editor 
Publisher 
Photographers 

Jeff Myles 
Jeff Myles 
Richard & Dusty Namikas 

Our Venice club is part of the largest 
international service organization in the 

world. We support international efforts to 
save the sight of millions, provide measles 

vaccinations and disaster relief. 
 

At the local community level, Lions provide 
free vision and hearing services to those in 

need, screen the vision of preschool children 
and collect used eyeglasses. 

 
Every dollar donated goes back to the 

community in the form of grants, 
scholarships, and educational and fun 

activities for children. 
 

Our members like serving in a club with a 
purpose.  It makes us feel good to give back 

to our community. 

 

Do you shop on Amazon? 
Shop at Amazon at:  

smile.amazon.com  
and Amazon donates to the  

Venice Lions Club!   
Just select “Venice Lions Club 

Foundation, Inc” as the Charity. 
 

As of June 30, 2020 the Venice Lions 
Club has received $1019.52 

through AmazonSmile! 

Lions Club International 

300 22nd Street, Oak Brook IL, 60521 

Website www.lcif.org 

President Dr. Jung-Yul Choi 

IPP Gudrun Yngvadottir 

District 35-I 

Website www.lions35i.org 

District Governor Chip Kunka 

IPDG Claudette Henry 

1st Vice District Governor Charles “Chuck” Carter 

2nd Vice District Governor Jim Gregory 

Cabinet Secretary Paula Schuttera 

Treasurer Betty Jo McKeon 

Bulletin Norma Jean Andrews 

MD Executive Secretary / 
Treasurer Neil Spencer 

Zone 3 Chair Tom Jeremiason 


