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President’s Message 

 
 The end of our fiscal first quarter has 
revealed the true spirit of our Venice Lions club. 
Though we are restricted to virtual meetings, we 
continue to plough along in our service to the 
community. There have been no disruptions in 
services like waterway clean up or collection of 
eyeglasses. Kudos to all our Lions. Most 
importantly, through an innovative idea from 
Lion Barbara, the procedure for Vision Screening 
is modified to ensure the service is provided to 
the qualified people with no disruption.  The 
meetings are as robust and invigorating as ever. 
Thanks to Lion Jeff Sterne, we continue to get 
excellent guest speakers. Congratulations to Lion Louise, our new Second Vice 
President.   
 We have added three new members and are well on our way to achieve 
our goal of four new members for this fiscal year.  The newest member is John 
Tayge. John transferred to our club from Wheaton, IL. He has been a Lion since 
2012. Please join me in giving a rousing welcome to Lion John. I think we now 
need to revise our goal to add three additional members before the end of our 
fiscal year.  
 We appreciate Lion Pat McNally for securing filtered masks with Venice 
Lion Club imprinted on them. They are available at the Lions office for $15. 
The Sunshine Cards project started on a small scale by the dynamic duo of 
Lions Bill and Jeannette Davis.  It has attracted nationwide attention with the 
Lions clubs in Arizona duplicating our efforts there.  Thanks to Lion Ann for 
promoting this project to other Lions Clubs and Lion Bill for his efforts to place 
this information on the LCIF website.  Hope to see more of you at our Zoom 
meeting on October 1st.  
 
 
President Lion Paddy Padmanabhan 

Do you have a item you would like to have included in the Lions Tale? 
 
Please forward it to Lion Jeff Myles (jmyles19@gmail.com) 
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Lions Jan and Bill signing cards 

Bay Breeze Activity Director Dee 
and Lion Bill  

VENICE LIONS IN ACTION 
Submitted by Lion Ann Favreau 

 

 Many of our Venice Lions are performing acts of personal service in our community.  This new 
column will highlight their actions.  As Lions International President Dr. Jung-Yul Choi said, “When we 
serve, it’s more than an act of kindness.  It’s personal.  Your dedication enriches the lives of the people 
you know and strengthens the relationship you share.  You are more than a volunteer – you are an 
essential part of your community.  And that connection matters more than ever.” 
 

LION JACKIE SNAVELY 
 Lion Jackie joined the Lions in March 2020 and was eager to begin our projects. Then the 
pandemic shut everything down.  When she and some of her neighbors in Grand Palm heard the 
Governor’s message to shut down the restaurants, they knew they had to help local business stay alive.  As 
soon as take out service was available, they began their plan.  Each Thursday they would each place a 
takeout order, one of them would drive to Venice to pick them up, and they would eat on one of their 
lanais, social distancing themselves.  Although most were couples, Lion Jackie was the only single person.  
When it became apparent that several of the husbands could not participate because of medical challenges, 
they picked up the food for them. Lion Jackie did not realize this community activity is a part of Lions in 
Service, but it is. Not only is she contributing to combating the isolation of her neighbors, but their support 
of local restaurants is admirable. Lion Jackie is indeed a Venice Lion in Action.     
 

LION DAVE MATTSON 
 Lion Dave has been an active Lion for so many years that we often take his service as our 
Administration Treasurer for granted. Now that the Children’s Vision Screening which he chaired has 
been on hiatus because of the virus, it has left a huge hole in Dave’s volunteering efforts.  However, he 
continues to provide service to Lion Bill Kraft by doing his food shopping and driving him to the bank and 
doctor’s appointments.  While he helps him with some medical needs, he engages in conversations, an 
important part of social well being. These companionships are so important to all of us these days.  Lion 
Dave is very active in his church, teaching Sunday school and leading bible studies.  As his church moves 
forward with a new building project, he has been playing an active role. Lion Dave is a Venice Lion in 
Action who is content to work quietly in service to others.   

 

 
 
 
 

4th Dr. Ric Namikas 

24th Alf Kirkeeng 

26th Tracy Krueger 

27th June Gurley 

 

 

 

 6th Jill & Bob Hoesly 

  

Club Correspondence  
 
Editor’s Note: The following correspondence was received by 
Lion Jeannette Davis and submitted to the Lions Tale. 
 
 I just wanted to take a minute to thank the Venice Lions 
Club for dropping off the Sunshine Notes for our residents. 
They all have names on them, and they should be delivered to our 
residents by our Activities Dept. today or tomorrow. 
Thank you again, I opened one to show them to our Activities 
Director, and they are adorable and very uplifting. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kelly Vosmik 
Sunset Lakes Health & Rehab 
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Lions Tim and Paddy preparing to 
deliver Sunshine Notes 

Lion Tim delivering to Harbor Chase 

Venice Lions preparing 400 Sunshine Notes for delivery 

 
 

  

      

 
This year marks my 41st year as a Lion. Lionism was a family affair. My father and husband, Ray, 
were Lions, my Mother and Sister Dorothy, Lioness, when I joined the Agawam, MA Lioness Club in 
1979. This was a dedicated group of women who began their club in 1957.They were devoted to 
service in our small town and helping the Lions Club with their many projects. That included bake 
sales for pancake breakfasts and corned beef suppers.  The major fundraiser for the Lions each 
year was a chicken barbecue that was held at the Big E Exposition in the neighboring town of West 
Springfield.  It ran twelve days and featured agricultural exhibits, information about the New England 
states, horse shows, concerts, a midway and of course, all kinds of food. 
 
 My father, Nicholas Zucco, saw the Big E as an opportunity for the Agawam Lions to make a lot of 
money. In 1961 he started with a tent, tables and chairs, a kitchen area and a home refrigerator. 
Half chickens were cooked over split 50 gallon barrels full of charcoal. The Lions cooked and the 
Lioness served. Five years later the Lions constructed a permanent cinder block building. The year 
Ray was President of the club, they cooked and served 12 tons of chicken.  French fries were 
measured by hundreds of pounds and ketchup and salad dressing by gallons.  As a result of this 
ongoing initiative the Agawam Lions donated over a million dollars to Massachusetts Lions Eye 
Research in addition to funds to local charities and scholarships.   
 
I remember standing for hours near the hot charcoal pit serving up chicken, fries, salad, or manning 
the drinks area. The camaraderie was wonderful but it was grueling by the end of the day. The Lions 
held their meetings most of the year in this building but allowed the Lioness to use it for spaghetti 
suppers. 
 
Being a Lioness was fun and rewarding.  I recall winning a district pin contest with my heart-shaped 
design with a key embossed with Open Your Heart to Lioness. For a November meeting as Hair 
Puller, the Lioness version of the Tail Twister, I dressed in a witches costume complete with hat, 
broom and green covered face. I swooped into the meeting declaring that I needed money since 
witches did not get unemployment insurance after Halloween. Everyone roared with laughter as they 
placed their coins in my plastic pumpkin. Little did they know that I was part of the program that 
evening.  A cosmetologist called me up, removed all the green goo and used her skills to make me 
into a beauty. I couldn’t believe my eyes when I looked in the mirror. What a transformation.    
 
I served as Lioness President in 1984-1985 and another term until 1986.  My first night as President 

I brought out a sweet bread I had made in the shape of the Lioness  ℒ. 
We broke the bread and shared the treat as a symbol of working together in service. As I look now 
at the old list of Agawam Lioness Club members, most of whom have passed on, I have such fond 
memories of these women and all the times we had together. Being an Agawam Lioness definitely 
prepared me for service as a Lion with the Venice Lions Club  

LOOKING  BACK  
By Lion Ann Favreau  
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Uniting Lions to Improve Sight and Prevent Blindness 

 
Since 1988, Lions World Sight Day has raised 

awareness about the importance of eye health and 

the need for quality eye care services for all.  Lions 

World Sight Day is traditionally held in the month 

of October.  On this special day of service, Lions 

clubs around the world conduct sight-related 

projects including: vision screenings, eyeglass 

donations, restorative surgeries, eye health 

education programs, and the donation of assistive 

devices to those with vision impairment.  

As a Lion did you know…….. 
 
LCI's SightFirst program builds eye care systems, 
fights blindness and vision loss and assists blind 
and visually-impaired persons in underserved 
communities throughout the world. 
 

L-I-O-N-S 
By Lion Ann Favreau 

 
L Lest we forget, dear Lions, that we are part of an organization and a club that has a Long 

 standing Legacy.  We Love what we do and are Loyal members. 
 
  

 I We are Individuals who come together in a cohesive way to take the Initiative to Impact  

 the welfare of our community.   
 
 

O Our Organization provides us with Opportunities to make a difference.  We are Open to   

 ideas to expand Outreach. 

 
N The Needs of others lead us to Numerous projects. Volunteerism is not a Novelty but a  

 Necessary part of our psyche. 
 

S Saving Sight has been our finest Success as we Sustain other projects and Search for new  

 ways to be of Service. 
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Venice Lions 2019-2020 Award Recipients 

  

Lion Bob Hoesly 
 

Lion Bonnie Dunn 
 

Lion Bev Flynn 
 

 

Lion Jeff Sterne 
 

Editor’s Note: Under normal circumstances these recipients would have 
been recognized by the Lions Tale some months ago for their 
achievement. At this time we would like to extend a ‘belated’ 
congratulations to all. 
 
 

Lion Bev Flynn  - President’s Appreciation Award 
 
Lion Bob Hoesly — District 35 I Spirit Award 
 
Lion Jeff Sterne  — Lion of the Year 
 
Lion Bonnie Dunn  — Rising Star Award 
 
Also please congratulate Lion Tracy Krueger who was 
recognized in Summer 2020 edition of Lions Magazine for 
her contribution to the community as an “Essential 
Worker”. 
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Tail Twister position is open!!! 
 
Hi Venice Lions,  
 
  Lion Louise has taken the position of 2nd Vice President 
for our Club. We are thrilled to have Lion Louise working her way 
up the ladder to President. We need more of our members to take 
on leadership positions to help contribute to the organization of 
our great club.  BUT, and that's a big BUT, that leaves the 
position of Tail Twister open. The Tail Twister is one of the BEST 
officer positions to hold. It is the Tail Twisters job to have FUN 
and to make sure our members have FUN.  If you are interested in 
putting a little creativity and FUN into our meetings, please let a 
member of the Board know.  We hope to hear from you soon. 
 
 Bev 

Venice Lions Shirts  — Styles, Prices & 
Available Colors 

Style Size Price Size Price 

Men’s Cotton or 
Polyester  T-Shirt 

S—XL  $10.00 2X $12.00 

Women’s Cotton or 
Polyester T-Shirt 

S—XL  $10.00 2X $12.00 

Men’s Polyester 
Golf  Shirt 

S—XL $21.95 2X $23.95 

Women’s Polyester 
Golf Shirt 

S—XL $21.95 2X $23.95 

Women’s V Neck 
Cotton or Polyester  
T-Shirt 

S—XL $11.00 2X $13.00 

White 

Carolina Blue 

Cardinal 

Sunburst Yellow 

Kelly Green 

Coral Splash 

Gold 

Neon Pink 

Deep Black 

True Navy 

Venice Lions Shirts 
Ordering Information 

 
Lions send louiseelleo@aol.com their order(s) 
and sizes and colors and fabric 

• I place the order with Gulf Breeze 

• The shirts arrive from Gulf Breeze 

• I will meet the Lions at a convenient place 
and distribute the shirts 

• Checks should be made out to Venice Lions 
Club 
Payment due upon pickup 

mailto:louiseelleo@aol.com
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Venice Lions Club Inc. 

Venice Health Park 
1289 Jacaranda Blvd 

Venice, FL  34292-4522 
Tel: (941) 486-6065 
Fax: (941) 486-6019 

 
www.venicelionsclub.com 

secretary@venicelionsclub.com 

 

Club Zoom Meetings* 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

Board of Directors Zoom  
Meeting 2nd Thursday 

 
Meetings begin at 6:30 pm 

 
* during Covid-19 

 

Venice Lions Club 2020-2021 

President Paddy Padmanabhan 

1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 

Jeff Myles 
Louise Elleo 

Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 

Beverly Flynn 
Jeff Myles 

Treasurer (Admin.) Dave Mattson 

Treasurer (Found.) Barbara McGillicuddy 

Tail Twister 
Lion Tamer 
IPP 

Open 
Richard Namikas 
Bob Hoesly 

Two Year Director 
Two Year Director 
One Year Director 
One Year Director 

Bob Winstel 
Jeff Sterne 
Tom Cookingham 
Tracy Krueger 

Membership Chair Robert Spong 

Bulletin Editor 
Publisher 
Photographers 

Jeff Myles 
Jeff Myles 
Richard & Dusty Namikas 

Our Venice club is part of the largest 
international service organization in the 

world. We support international efforts to 
save the sight of millions, provide measles 

vaccinations and disaster relief. 
 

At the local community level, Lions provide 
free vision and hearing services to those in 

need, screen the vision of preschool children 
and collect used eyeglasses. 

 
Every dollar donated goes back to the 

community in the form of grants, 
scholarships, and educational and fun 

activities for children. 
 

Our members like serving in a club with a 
purpose.  It makes us feel good to give back 

to our community. 

Do you shop on Amazon? 
Shop at Amazon at:  

smile.amazon.com  
and Amazon donates to the  

Venice Lions Club!   
Just select “Venice Lions Club 

Foundation, Inc” as the Charity. 
 

As of June 30, 2020 the Venice Lions 
Club has received $1019.52 

through AmazonSmile! 

Lions Club International 

300 22nd Street, Oak Brook IL, 60521 

Website www.lcif.org 

President Dr. Jung-Yul Choi 

IPP Gudrun Yngvadottir 

District 35-I 

Website www.lions35i.org 

District Governor Chip Kunka 

IPDG Claudette Henry 

1st Vice District Governor Charles “Chuck” Carter 

2nd Vice District Governor Jim Gregory 

Cabinet Secretary Paula Schuttera 

Treasurer Betty Jo McKeon 

Bulletin Norma Jean Andrews 

MD Executive Secretary / 
Treasurer Neil Spencer 

Zone 6 Chair Tom Jeremiason 


